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Monday 7th September  
Prep Croydon Market Excursion 
 

Tuesday 8th September  
Year 4 Scienceworks 
Bimbadeen Blokes Dadôs Night 
 
Wednesday 9th September  
School Council - 7:45pm 
 
Thursday 10th September  
Year 5 Parent/Principal Morning 
Tea - 10:00am to 10:30am 
 
Friday 11th September  
Year 5/6 Hooptime 
Portfolios sent home 
 
Thursday 17th September  
Year 4 Parent/Principal Morning 
Tea - 10:00am to 10:30am 
 

Friday 18th September  
Last day Termð2:30 dismissal 
Free Dress Day - Gold coin 
Prep Pirate Dress Up Day 

 

DIARY DATES 

The Department of Education &  
Early Childhood Development and BHPS do not 
endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser.  No responsibility is accepted by the 

Department of Education & Early Childhood 
Development and BHPS for accuracy of  

information contained in  
advertisements or claims made by them. 

Hayrick Lane, Mooroolbark 3138  
Telephone:  9726- 9989 
            Fax:  9726- 5510 

      OOSHCC: 0417- 522- 578 
 

Web Site:  
www.bimbadeenheightsps.vic.edu.au  

 

Email:  
bimbadeen.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
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PRINCIPALõS COMMENTS ð SEPTEMBER 4  

We are really pleased that our website is being used more and more.   
Sponsor-Ed who have assisted us with the development of this new site will 
be directing sponsorship dollars back to our school based on the number of 
óhitsô our web-site attracts.  To assist with increasing this count we would like 
to suggest that you make our website your home page so that each time you 
log on it records a óhitô for our school and will contribute to our fundraising 
efforts.  There is a very large orange button on the top right hand corner of 
our website that will do this for you.  Many thanks for this. 
 

 

STRANGER DANGER  

Strangers exist everywhere in our community and from time 
to time situations arise where the strangers represent more 
significant dangers to our children. 
 

I have been made aware this week that there have been 
incidents in the Montrose, Kilsyth and Mooroolbark areas of 
a male approaching children and asking them to get into his 
car, before exposing himself to them.  I have contacted the 

Mooroolbark Police and the Department of Education & Early Childhood  
Developmentôs Emergency Management Co-ordinator who have confirmed this.   
 

I have asked that all teachers speak to their children about óstranger dangerô 
without alarming them.  I would encourage parents to do the same thing and to 
ensure that their children are not alone on the streets and stay in groups of at 
least 3 ï 4.   
 

Our best protection against these sort of strangers is to have a ópresenceô of 
large groups of children and families together on the streets walking to and from 
school.  I believe this is the best evidence of a safe community.  It is important 
that we are alert but not alarmed and deal with these situations calmly and 
appropriately.  
 

VISITING STORY -TELLE R AND AUTHOR  

On Tuesday we had a visitor from South Africa, Valanga Khoza.  
Valanga is a singer, dancer, musician, story teller and author.  
He spoke to all children throughout the day and had every one 
of them enthralled for over an hour.   
 

Valanga had musical instruments from Africa that 
most of the children had never seen nor heard 
before.  He had a great gift of being able to  
remember childrenôs names and incorporate them into his stories or songs.  
I sat in on his sessions with over 180 of our Year 5 & 6 students and I have 
rarely seen such a large group so totally engrossed.  He never once used an 
amplifier and yet you could hear a pin drop as children hung on his every 
word!   
 

His visit was a highlight of our Literacy and Numeracy week!  
 

SCHOOL CANTEEN 
Open Monday, Tuesday,  

Thursday & Friday 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Mondays after assembly until 10:00am 
 
 

BEFORE SCHOOL CARE  
Monday to Friday 7.00-8.45am 

 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
Monday to Friday 3.30-6.00pm 

CHANGE OF DETAILS  

Please inform the  

office of any changes to  

addresses, phone  

numbers etc, so your 

contact details are kept 

up to date.  

http://www.bimbadeenheightsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bimbadeen.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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BIMBADEEN POETRY COM PETITION  

Elsewhere in todayôs Blaze you will find details of the  
winners of our poetry competition that has 
culminated in finals during this week,  
Literacy Week.  I want to add my  
congratulations to every child who did so 
well in memorising and reciting their  
poems in front of their class or even their 

year level.  This takes great courage and skill and you did 
yourselves proud and made us proud of you as well.   
 

Thank you Mrs Simkin for organising this competition, 
teachers, parents and other students for your support and 
encouragement as well.  Iôm looking forward to hearing the 
recitals again at assembly on Monday. 

 

DISCO FRIDAY NIGHT  

Parent Group organised a very successful disco last Friday 
night for Bimbadeen children.  Thank you to Lorna Mitchell 
and a team of parent helpers who ran a 
great disco for our children.  Three  
separate discos were offered for children 
of different age groups and all were very 
well supported.  The DJ was very good 
and all children had a great time and 
were a credit to their families and their school. 

 

GERMAN POETRY COMPET ITION SUCCESS  

I was very pleased to hear that Jayden Klauhs from Year  
6 completed very successfully in the State 
Final of the German Poetry competition last 
weekend.   
 

Jayden did himself, his family and his school 
proud with his performance.  Well done  
Jayden for your confident performance, Frau 
Fletcher for her encouragement and  

assistance and Jaydenôs family for taking him to the final in 
Heidelberg on Saturday. 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCH OOL SUPERVISION  

I have become aware of a number of children being left in 
the school grounds unsupervised before and after school in 
recent times.  It is important that parents understand that 
teachers are only in the yard providing supervision for  
students from 8:45 to 9:00 before school and again from 
3:30 to 3:45 in the afternoon.   
 

I have noticed children here as early as 8:00 
and some are still waiting around the front of 
the school to be collected as late as 4:00 in 
the afternoon.  If you need to drop your child 
off at school well before 8:45 in the morning 
or are unable to pick them up until well after 3:45 it is  
important for their safety that you book them into our Out of 
School Hours Care (OOSHC) program.  There are very 
generous government child care subsidies that make this a 
very affordable option.  They will be well cared for, fed, and 
will enjoy a range of games and activities every day. 
 

OPEN NIGHT  

On Monday evening we had our annual School Open Night.  
Two hundred and seventy-five parents came out on a  
wintry night to visit classrooms and see their childrenôs 
work in the excellent displays around the school.   

 
It was wonderful to see so many parents and 
visitors around the school and to meet some 
new members of our school community who 
are not generally able to make it up to the 
schools during school hours.  
 

The Book Fair in the library was an  
attraction too, and it was lovely to see 
many children with new books they had 
purchased and were looking forward to reading.  
 

Thank you for coming out and supporting your childrenôs 
school. The research shows that children whose parents 

are involved in their childrenôs school perform better. 
Your time visiting here or helping out in other ways is 
an investment in their future success.  Well done!  
 

ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES  

One of the important roles of our Parent Group is to  
co-ordinate assistance for members of our school  
community who may need support at various times.  
(They do this in conjunction with our School Chaplain, Mr 
Vann, who has a great knowledge of the needs within 
our community).  It is the measure of a caring school 
community that we can pull together and help others who 
for all sorts of reasons outside of their control, find  
themselves in serious need. 
 

If you would like to add your name to a list of parents 
who are willing to cook (we can provide containers), or 
offer some other form of assistance, please contact the 
office and leave your contact details. 
 

BIMBADEEN BLOKES - DADõS NIGHT (NO 

KIDS)  

This really is Fatherôs Week at Bimbadeen!  Yesterday 
and today the Parents Craft Group has 
once again organised the Fatherôs Day 
stall for children to purchase gifts for 
their dads.  This morning the Prep 
children invited their dads in for the 
annual Prep Fatherôs Day breakfast,  
always a highlight for children and 
dads alike. 

 

The conclusion of the Fatherôs Week will be next  
Tuesday evening when we will be holding a special  
evening program here at the school for dads, granddads, 
step-dads or other father figures to come along and  
celebrate being a significant male role model for the next 
generation.   
 

This event is for dads only, (no kids), and will involve a 
sausage sizzle, drinks, a special Dad DVD presentation 
and some dad stories.  We will also share the results of a 
survey we have been conducting this week with  
children from Yearôs 3 ï 6 about what they like doing with 
their dad, what they wish about their dad and what they 
believe the perfect dad should be.  If you are a dad, 
granddad, step-dad, or other father figure, make sure 
you come along at 7:00p.m on Tuesday evening. 

LEIGHôS REPORT CONTINUED 

Final -Leigh:   

Deal with the faults of others as 
gently as your own. 
(Chinese Proverb) 
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As part of our celebrations for Numeracy and  
Literacy weekðauthor/storyteller/performer Valanga 
Khoza visited our school on Tuesday. 
 

The children were enthralled by his talents ðthey  
especially enjoyed 
his home made 
instruments, many 
of which he 
learned how to 
make whilst living 
in a refugee camp 
for four years of 
his life. 
 

Prep, Years 1 & 2 
children listened to his storytelling of óGezani and the 
Tricky Baboonô, which is also the name of his book.  
The Prep children surprised Valanga by wearing 
óbananas on their headsô and also enjoyed singing and 
dancing throughout the one hour performance.   
 

Years 5 & 6 children found out a lot about Valangaôs 
life.  Growing up in a small village in South Africa  
provides Valanga with many interesting stories of a 
childhood which is vastly different from anything we 
have experienced here in Australia.  Parents need to  
be advised to watch out that their sprinkler systems  
and watering cans donôt ódisappearô! 
 

Years 3 & 4 heard a storytelling version of Valangaôs 
new book which is to be published next yearðwe donôt 
know the title yetðbut it told us the story of how the 
zebra got his stripes.  Some children had the  
opportunity to have a go at playing on his drums and 
some of his other special instruments. 
 

Be sure to ask your child about it!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are now on sale for the 2009 
Bimbadeen Heights School Production. 
 

Tuesday 15th September & Wednesday 
16

th
 September 

 

Karralyka Theatre, Mines Road,  
Ringwood East 

 

Prices: Adults $18   Children $9 
 

Curtain goes up at 7:30pm  
 

Order forms are available from the office.  Tickets will 
be sent home with your child. 

�µHe has to come back next yearðbecause Iôll be in grade 6 and if 

he comes after thatðI wonôt see him again!ô

  - Tyler 

ñItôs nice to know Valanga has at 
least two friends  

óBunningsô & óMitre 10ô!ò 
Amber 

óHeôs funny, heôs great, 
heôs appreciatableô - Peter 
(Mrs Simkin would like it 
noted she did not teach  

Peter that word!) 

óI 
lik

ed 
whe

n h
e 

pla
yed

 th
e d

rum
sô

- 

Breeana 

Never bite your 
tongue for dinner! 

Charli! 

�µI smiled the whole timeô. Kate

 

óHe was funnyô 

- 
Poppy-Rose 


