
“Reaching for the Heights” 

 

WELCOME BACK TO FOURTH TERM 
 

We have certainly hit the ground running this term. I commend the teachers 
and children for the smooth way that children have settled back into their  
learning routines.  
   

STAFF NEWS 
 

As we move towards the end of the year in Term 4 we 
often become aware of staffing changes for the        
following year.  I have very mixed feelings to announce 
that our Chinese Teacher, Miss Becky Liu, will be   
leaving us at the end of the year to take up a position at Maranatha Christian 
College in the South East of Melbourne.  Liu Lao Shiu (Becky) has been with 
us for three years and has done a great job leading our Chinese language   
program here and helping with our sister-school visits.  She has become a   
valued member of the staff team and I am sure will always take a little bit of 
Bimbadeen with her wherever she teaches in the future.  Liu Lao Shiu will   
definitely be missed next year.   
 

Related to this is the fact that I am pleased to announce that our original     
Chinese teacher, Mrs Sarah Cherry, Cherry Lao Shiu, will be returning from 
Family leave next year.  It will be great to have Sarah back leading our       
Language Other Than English (LOTE - Chinese) program and building on the 
work of Becky.   

 

Another important piece of staff news is that our School 
Chaplain, Mr John VanderVelde, will be away 
for the next six to eight weeks as he is having 
some surgery.  We wish Mr Van a speedy and 
strong recovery and look forward to his return, 
hopefully before the end of the year all being well.  I am 
pleased to announce that we have a replacement for Mr 
Van who will be at our school for two days each week 
while he is away.   
 

Mrs Ali Hardaker is an experienced School Chaplain who 
also works part-time at Mulgrave PS.  Ali will usually be 
at our school on a Tuesday and Wednesday however will 
be here on Monday and Tuesday next week.  Ali can be 
contacted via the school office or by speaking to your 
child’s teacher or our Wellbeing leader, Cath Buckland. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TERM 4 DATES 
 

 

Monday 22nd October 
STARS 
 

Tuesday 23rd October 
Year3/4  -  Author Incursion 
 

Wednesday 24th October 
Year 5 Camp 
Year 1/2  -  Puffing Billy Incursion 
2019 Foundation Transition visit 
 

Thursday 25th October 
Steve Biddulph Presentation  -    
Raising Boys  7pm  -  9pm 
 

Friday 26th October 
Day for Daniel  -  Wear Red today 
World Teachers Day 
Year 3 Incursion  -  Boys and Girls 
groups 
Year 5 Camp return 
 

Monday 29th October 
Year 5MF  Kinder visit  
Assembly 
 

Tuesday 30th October 
Year 5 Transition Mooroolbark     
College 
PE  -  Hooptime Regional Finals All 
Stars 
 

Wednesday 31st October 
Founder Healesville Sanctuary    
Excursion 
School Year book orders DUE    
TODAY 
 

Friday 2nd November 

Pupil Free Day 

 

DIARY DATES 

The Department of Education &  
Training and BHPS do not endorse the   

products or services of any private         
advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by 

the Department of Education & Training and 
BHPS for accuracy of information contained 
in advertisements or claims made by them. 

Hayrick Lane, Mooroolbark 3138 
Telephone: 9726- 9989 

      OOSHCC: 0417- 522- 578 
 

Web Site: 
www.bimbadeenheightsps.vic.edu.au 

 

Email: 
bimbadeen.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Open Fridays from 9:00am to 9:30am 

 
 
 

BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 
Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:45am 

 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Monday to Friday 3:00 to 6:00pm 

CHANGE OF DETAILS 
Please inform the office of 
any changes to addresses, 

phone numbers etc., so 
your contact details are 

kept up to date. 

                                   To access our Facebook page, log in to your Facebook account and copy the  
following link into the address bar at the top of your page:  
https://www.facebook.com/bimbadeenheights   
Click on our school’s page to read the latest updates and information and press the 
thumbs up ‘Like’ button to receive the latest posts/updates.  

Vision: To instil in children a life-long love of learning 
Mission: To provide each child with the opportunity to develop their full potential  
  for intellectual, social and personal growth 
 

RESPECT   RESILIENCE      INTEGRITY     COMPASSION  

 
‘BHPS is committed to a zero tolerance approach to child abuse’ 

Remember  your sun 
smart hat for Term 4 

 

http://www.bimbadeenheightsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bimbadeen.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.120148174788750.19535.100003807051848&type=1
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONTINUED 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2019 SISTER SCHOOL VISIT 
 

A reminder to Year 5 parents that     
Expressions of Interest for children to 
be part of the visit to our sister-school in China in April 
next year are now being called for. Information was 
provided prior to the school holidays and to ensure 
that all families have plenty of time to consider the 
amazing opportunity we have extended the due date 
until next Thursday October 25.   
In addition to our Chinese Teacher, next year Mrs   
Sarah Cherry, (see above), the other teachers leading 
this group next year will be Mrs Liz Nicholson and Mrs 
Tracey Johansen.  If parents have any questions 
about this trip please do not hesitate to speak to      
myself or any of the teachers who have been part of 
this trip in the past, (Cath Buckland, Melinda Ruscitti, 
Jemima Gange, Matt Laws or Becky Liu). 
 

STEVE  BIDDULPH PRESENTATION 
 

In conjunction with Eagle Health and the Lilydale   
Football and Netball Club, we will screening a talk by 
Steve Biddulph on the topic of ‘Raising Boys here at 

the school next Thursday evening,        
October 25th from 7PM.   Steve is one of 
the world’s best on this topic and you will 
not regret coming along, especially if there 
are boys in your life.  I do hope that you 
can make it along as I am sure you will not 
regret the investment of a couple of hours 
of your time. 

 

2019 ENROLMENTS 
 

If you are planning on moving house and know that 
your child/ren will not be attending Bimbadeen Heights 
in 2019 it is very important that you drop us a note to 
let us know including the name of the school your   
children will be attending.  
On the other hand if you have a child who will be     
attending our school next year that we do not yet know 
about yet, or you know of someone who does, can you 
please let us know and ensure that we get an           
enrolment form for them             
immediately. 
As we plan for the school structure 
and class lists for next year it is 
critical that we know the children 
who will be attending Bimbadeen. 
 

2019 PLANNING 
Whilst on the topic of planning for next year I would 
like to devote a few paragraphs on the topic of 2019 
class structures, teacher placements and allocating 
children to classes.  It is a complex and exhaustive 
process that we diligently work through so that we 
have a school structure that best meets the needs of 
all children.   
 

To do this we consider a number of factors that impact 
on each child’s success at school.  
The people who know your child best in the school  
environment are the teachers.  It is also these people 
who will be working with the children in the school    
environment next year so they are given the main    
responsibility of developing the class lists.  They will 
be striving to create classes that are balanced in terms 
of gender, academics, behaviour, special needs and 
friendships. 
 

Nobody knows your child emotionally better than you 
do and we are most interested in your insights as to 
what you think will help your children achieve their 
best next year.  To this end 
parents are invited to write to 
me outlining what you think are 
important factors that we need 
to take into consideration when 
placing your child in a class for 
next year.  I will be accepting these requests until the 
end of this month, Wednesday, October 31.  
(You may also email me at                                        
johansen.leigh.lb@edumail.vic.gov.au )  Requests  
received after this date may not be able to be         
considered as the process will be advanced and late 
changes have a ‘domino effect’ that can impact on   
other children’s class placement.  Do not wait until the 
class structure is published before you send me your    
considerations. 
I encourage you to write to me even if you have     
spoken to your child’s teacher earlier in the year or 
have put your requests to the school in past years.   
Do not assume that ‘the school will know’.  It is worth    
considering that issues that may have been a concern 
at an earlier time in a child’s schooling may not always 
continue to be so as the children grow up and mature. 
Keep this in mind as you make your requests.  I     
suggest that if it is important to you, make sure you put 
it in writing so we can be certain we are considering 
your input. 
 

Please note that it is not appropriate to include         
requests relating to particular teachers.  Your requests 
will be shared with the teachers to assist them to     
develop the class lists.  If you do have particular,     
confidential, concerns that you do not wish to be 
shared with the teachers, please make an appointment 
to speak to either myself, or assistant principal, Garry 
Fowler.  
 

You will understand that with so many factors to      
consider and the complexities of the process, it is    
impossible to accommodate every parent request.  
Multiple requests and multi-layered requests are even 
more difficult to accommodate.   
For example; ‘Could my child be separated from this 
child and this child and be with this child and this child 
and be in a class with a shared teacher please’.   
 
Be assured however that each and every 
factor in our  decision making for next year, 
including your insights and requests, are  
given our utmost attention.   
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Final - Leigh 

"When you forgive, you in no  
way change  

the past - but you sure do change  
the future."   

 

(Bernard Meltzer) 

One important part of this process is that children are 
given the opportunity to identify up to five children who 
they would like to be with next year. It is explained to 
them that the teachers will work hard to ensure that 
every child has at least one of these children in their 
class next year.  We go to great lengths to explain to 
children to think very carefully about the names that 
they write down so they don’t just write the names of 
the person they played with that day or just the name 
of the person who invited them to their birthday party 
recently.  Sometimes children write down the name or 
names of children they would like to be in class with 
even though they may not play with them.  This can be 
because they consider this child would be a good    

influence or 
someone they 
would like to get 
to know.   
 

 

This is not a bad thing and can be a sign of maturity 
and growing independence as they may be trying to be 
less reliant on one or two particular children.  (One of 
the most common complaints we get is that a child is 
separated from all their friends. I can assure you that 
this is extremely rare and if it does happen we consult 
with  the parents to ensure we are making the best 
placement for their child.)  I encourage you to speak to 
your children about this process to reinforce the      
importance of  the names of the children they write 
down. 
 

This term teachers spend a lot of time preparing     
children for the transition to the next level of schooling 
and talk to them about this to reassure and help them 
understand the process.  For example, teachers      
explain that having all of their friends in class together 
is not as important as they may think, and is         
sometimes even detrimental to their learning success 
and what they may have heard about a particular 
teacher from an older brother or sister may not be the 
case for them.  
Teachers also remind them of past successful        
transitions and how this is part of growing up and that 
we have confidence that they are ready to manage this 
next transition just as successfully as they have    
managed transitions in the past. 

 

WORLD TEACHERS DAY 
Next Friday, October 26, is when we in Victoria       
celebrate World Teachers Day.  This is the            
communities chance to thank the teachers and 
acknowledge the work that they do.  Everyone, no 
matter how old, can remember a great teacher who 

made a difference in 
their lives.   
Please take the time 
next Friday to say 
thank you, if not to that 
specific teacher, to 
your child’s teacher as 
I can assure you it will 
be greatly appreciated 
and will make their 
day. 

PAST-STUDENT GALLERY 
 

We are very proud of our past-students and like to 
publicly acknowledge their successes.  Unfortunately, 
in Primary Schools, we do not often hear about the 
significant achievements of our past-students.  We 
have proudly displayed the photos of students who 
have played AFL football at the highest level as their 
achievements are quite well known.  Achievements in 
other fields of endeavour are not often as public.  In 
our new school I would like to extend our display of 
successful past-students.  As an educational institution 
it is appropriate that we acknowledge past-students 
who have pursued their studies right through to PHD 
level. I would love to hear about them, where they 
studied and what their area of research was.   
There may also be other past students who have 
achieved to a very high level and deserve our  
recognition, for example, represented Australia at their 
chosen sport or achieved national recognition in the 
arts.  I would love to know about them as well.   
If you know of anyone who fits these categories please 
let me know. 
 

CHANGE TO THE CHRISTMAS FAMILY 

FUN NIGHT 
 

You may have seen the special notice 
sent home last week regarding the new 
approach for Christmas    Family Fun 
Night scheduled for Thursday               
December 13th.  This new idea came 
through the Fund Raising team, the 
group who have always organised this 
event, as a way to make the evening a special event 
with more than a sausage sizzle and children singing 
some Christmas songs. There are costs involved in 
organising a  bigger and better event and hence the 
need to factor in a cover charge for families. School 
Council  discussed this change at length before giving 
it their approval.  The $10 per family cover charge,  
regardless of the size of your family, will cover a range 
of activities for children that have not been provided in 
the past.   
There will be more food options available than in     
previous years however the option for families to bring 
their own food and drink is still available.   
 

(As this is a Primary School event it will be               
alcohol-free.)   
 

Thank you to the many families who have already    
purchased their family ticket for this event.  We hope 
that it will be another successful ‘new’ event such as 
the Colour-Run, also a new event this year, was. 
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INCLUSION AND DIVERSITY POLICY 

 

CANTEEN 

 
 

 
 
 

Inclusive education means that all members of every 
school community are valued and supported to fully 
participate, learn, develop and succeed within an   
inclusive school culture. This includes making         
reasonable adjustments for students with disabilities 
and additional learning needs. All Bimbadeen staff 
have just completed the Disability Standards for     
Education eLearning course and included in the 
newsletter is an Inclusion and Diversity Policy based 
on Department guidelines. We welcome any        
feedback on this policy from the school  community 
prior to the policy being considered for                    
implementation by the policy and planning            
committee, staff and the school council.  
 
 

Bimbadeen Heights P.S. 5011  

INCLUSION AND       
DIVERSITY  
Convenor: Garry Fowler  
Committee: Cath Buckland, Leigh      
Johansen 

 

Definition: 
Inclusion and diversity  

Bimbadeen Heights is committed to creating a school 
community where all members of our school         
community  are welcomed, accepted and treated    
equitably and with respect regardless of their       
backgrounds or personal attributes such as race,   
language, religious beliefs, gender identity, disability 
or sexual orientation so that they can participate, 
achieve and thrive at school.  
Personal attribute: a feature of a person’s background 
or personal characteristics that is protected by State 
or Commonwealth anti-discrimination legislation. For 
example: race, disability, sex, sexual orientation,  
gender identity, religion etc. 
Bimbadeen Heights acknowledges and celebrates the 
diversity of backgrounds and experiences in our 
school community and we will not tolerate behaviours, 
language or practices that label, stereotype or        
demean others. 

Purpose:  
The purpose of this policy is to explain Bimbadeen 
Heights’s commitment to making sure every member 
of our school community, regardless of their         
background or personal attributes, is treated with   
respect and dignity. Bimbadeen Heights strives to 
provide a safe, inclusive and supportive school      
environment for all students and members of our 
school community.  

Broad Guidelines:   

Bimbadeen Heights will: 
 

 ensure that all students and members of our 
school community are treated with respect and 
dignity 

 ensure that students are not discriminated 
against and where necessary, are                   
accommodated to participate in education and all 
school activities (eg schools sports, concerts, 
extra curricula) on the same basis as their peers 

 acknowledge and respond to the diverse needs, 
identities and strengths of all students 

 encourage empathy and fairness towards others 
 challenge stereotypes that promote prejudicial 

and biased behaviours and practices 
 contribute to positive learning, engagement and 

wellbeing outcomes for students. 
 

Bullying, harassment and other forms of inappropriate 
behaviour targeting individuals because of their      
personal attributes will not be tolerated in our school 
community. Students who may have experienced or 
witnessed this type of behaviour are encouraged to 
speak up and to let their teachers, parents or carers 
know about those behaviours to ensure that            
inappropriate behaviour can be addressed.    
Bimbadeen Heights will take appropriate measures, 
consistent with its Student Wellbeing and               
Engagement and Bullying policies to respond to      
discriminatory behaviour or harassment at our school. 
Bimbadeen Heights also understands that it has a 
special obligation to make reasonable adjustments to 
accommodate students with disabilities. A reasonable 
adjustment is a measure or action taken to assist all 
students to participate in their education on the same 
basis as their peers. Reasonable adjustments will be 
made for students with disabilities through our        
Student Support Group processes in consultation with 
the student, their parents or carers, their teachers and 
if appropriate, their treating practitioners.  
 

For more information 
about support available 
for students with       
disabilities, please refer 
to our school’s Student  
Wellbeing and          
Engagement policy.  
 
 
 
 
 

  The canteen will be closed on Wednesday 7th        
November  (the day after Melbourne Cup Day). 

Please make arrangements for 
your child/ren to have snack and 
lunch with them on this day. 

It will be open as normal on 
Wednesday 14th November. 



“Reaching for the Heights” 

 

BIMBADEEN VALUES 

 

      FIRST AID SHEET ROSTER  

    TERM  4 

 
19th October  

 
Kerri Baker (Chloe 6MS) 

 
26th October 

 
Janet Hatvani (Jake 3/4G) 

 
2nd November 

 
Jen Muller (Christopher 1/2G) 

 
9th November 
 

 
Lauren Johnson (Hayley 1/2G) 

 
16th November  

 
Angela Inserra (Adam 1/2G) 

 
23rd November 

 
Karen McIntosh (Rosie 1/2N) 

 
30th November 

 
Anna Grigg (Shilah 1/2N) 

 

 

LIBRARY AWARDS 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following children for winning 
an award for displaying examples of the values at 
Bimbadeen: 

 
 Compassion  -  Kai Mc ( 0ER) - 

for letting another classmate go 
first 

 
 Respect  -  Maisie B (1/2N)  -  

letting people play 
 
 Respect  -  Mason K (1/2N)  -  for letting          

everyone join in his game 
 
 Integrity  -  Patrick J (1/2N)  -  handing in lost 

property 
 
 Integrity  -  Shelby C (1/2R)  -  for showing      

integrity by handing in some money she found 
 
 Respect  -  Lachlan H  (5SB)  -  for helping the 

office staff with a big job 
 
 Compassion  -  Myah K (5SB)  -  for helping a 

foundation student find a friend 
 
 Respect  -  Sienna R (5SB)  -  for always      

showing respect towards others 
 
 Respect  -  Spencer S (5TJ)  -  for helping others 

with their reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This week’s Library Awards ’lucky dip’ drawing took 
place last Monday and was announced at assembly.    
The winners and their respective book selections, 
drawn from the Library Awards box were: 
 

 Lexi N   (0BD)  -  Goodnight  Little Bear 
 
 Chantal J  (0BD)  -  Tinkerbell 
 
 Brodie O (0MR)   - How do dinosaurs eat their 

food? 
 
 Brody S (0MR)  - Mammoth Facts  -  Earth 
 
 Grace W (1/2D)  -  Rainbow Magic, Thea the 

Thursday Fairy 
 
 Max H (1/2G)  -  Hey Jack, the Winning Goal! 
 
 Ami P (1/2G)   -  Alice in Wonderland 
 
 Addi W (1/2N)  -  Pony Pals, Movie Star Pony 
 
 Cooper J (1/2S)  -  The Invincible Ironman 
 
 Chloe M (1/2S)  -  Rainbow Magic, Sarah the 

Sunday Fairy 
 
 Miranda M (1/2S)  -  The Owl and the Pussycat 
 
 Ella Mc (3/4E)  -  Rainbow Magic, Abigail the 

Breeze Fairy 
 
 Hayley W (3/4G)  -  Magic Ballerina, Holly and the 

Silver Unicorn 
 
 Kiera C (3/4G)  -  Go Girl, Best Christmas Ever 
 
 Jasmyn B (3/4M)  -  The Throwaway Bear 

 

 
We hope our award recipients enjoy their 
book  selections. 
 

Cath Buckland   
 

  On Monday’s and Friday’s during Term 4, icy poles      
will be on sale for $1.00 at lunchtime (1.45pm) in the 
BER.  

  YUM! 

 
 

 

ICY POLES 
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Remember  
your sun 
smart hat  

Term 4 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

 

 

COLOUR RUN 
 
 
 
 

 

Our first ever Colour Run has finished with our total 
profit being a huge $15,481.14 !!   
 
Amazing!   
 
We hope your children loved their prizes and have fond 
memories of the Colour Run.  With the money raised 
we are able to purchase new air conditioners just in 
time for the warmer weather to arrive.  Another big 
thank you to all of you who fundraised and helped on 
the day.  
Kaydee and Chloe S were the top fundraisers and   
received a medal from the School Fun Run company at 
Assembly. 
 
Thank you, 
Fundraising Committee 

 
  
 

  

SUNSMART – HATS COMPULSORY THIS 

TERM 
 

Just a reminder that Bimbadeen is a SunSmart school 
and hats are compulsory in Terms 1 and 4.  
 

Children will not be allowed to play out in the sun   
without their hats this term or in Term 1 next year and 
will be asked to remain under the veranda in front of 
the hall at recess and lunch times. 

 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 

Congratulations to all who completed this year’s      
Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge! Certificates, 
signed by Victoria’s current premier Dan Andrews, 
MP, were handed out by classroom teachers during 
the week. 
This year we were able to register all students       
automatically and only required permission slips to be 
returned if permission was granted for individual    
student names to be published on the online honour 
roll. Out of our 495 students we had 363 students 
complete the challenge which was amazing!  
 

In total 10,490 books were recorded as being read by 
our students which approximates to an average of 22 
books each. Obviously there were many who read 
more than this and others who read somewhat less! 
We had the privilege of awarding a student in each 
year level who recorded the highest number of books 
they had read on the Reading Challenge website    
during the Challenge period.  

The following students received a very special      
Reading Challenge lapel pin to acknowledge their   
excellent reading records: 
 

Foundation: Luke F (0BD) – 81 books 
Year 1:           Hannah B (1/2S) & Phoebe L/P     
                            - 100 books) 
Year 2:  Skyla Taylor (1/2S) – 100 books 
Year 3:  Sanya Rajpal (3/4K) – 51 books 
Year 4:  Grace Downs (3/4W) – 100 books 
Year 5:  Owen Le Brun (5SB) - 60 books 

A huge thank you goes to the parents and teachers 
who have once again supported our children in taking 
part in the Reading Challenge – we hope that you 
have enjoyed your reading and are beginning to      
develop that love of books that all great readers 
have. 
 

Special acknowledgement this 
year goes once again to our    
wonderful Miss Ruscitti and Mrs 
Simpson - their Grade 6 students 
all  completed the challenge 
with some of these children having 
completed the Challenge every 
year that they have been at 
Bimbadeen - that is very special!  
 

We can’t wait until next year when 
we get to do it all over again – in 
the meantime happy reading   
everybody!! 
 

Mrs Sansom 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/
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Community Notice 
Board 
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