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WELCOME BACK 
 

Welcome back to another school year. The holidays certainly flew past and 
school has started really smoothly for new and continuing students. It’s been 
good to return and see progress on the new building with the roof on and      
internal framing in place, some more concrete paths finished and a new    
stormwater pipe put in that should fix the great big puddle that used to form 
outside the library every time it rained!  It’s always wonderful at the start of the 
year to see the children renewing friendships, settling into new classrooms, 
getting to know their new teachers and participating in engaging learning     
activities that the teachers have prepared over the holidays for them. I       
commend the teachers for the work they have done over the holidays to      
ensure that the start of the year has been a positive experience. The time they 
spent here at school during the holidays to make sure they were well organised 
for the start of the year has paid off. 
 

When the new Foundation children started last week they looked like they had 
been at school for months as they lined up, listened attentively to their teachers 
and sat at their tables working or on the floor listening to stories!  This really is 
testament to the work of our outstanding Foundation teachers, Miss Beth 
Dean, Mr Malcolm Rosendale and Miss Kate Wood and the quality of our   
transition program in 2018 that has clearly prepared the children well for the 
start of school.  The new parents and extended families were justifiably full of 
pride and taking lots of photos to record the moments and memories that will 
last a lifetime. 
 

I extend a special welcome to families new to our school community.  We look 
forward to working with you to help your child/ren grow into fine young men 
and women.  You know your children better than we ever will and there will be 
many times where we will need and rely on your insights into your child as   
together we help them negotiate the challenges that can occur at school.  The 
teachers will also have insights into your child/ren that they gain from           
observing them in the school and classroom environment, an environment that 
is quite different to home.  Working together and 
sharing these insights in a spirit of trust and       
respect will ensure that your child/ren will grow and 
learn successfully. 
My comments section this week contains a lot of 
information about important policies and            
procedures. Please take the time to read this and if 
you have any questions do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TERM 1 DATES  

 

 

Monday 11th February 
Assembly 3pm 
 

Monday 18th February 
Assembly 3pm 
Meet the Teacher Night 6:30pm – 
7:15pm 
 

Wednesday 20th February 
Year 6 Mooroolbark College visit 
School Finance meeting 7:30  -  8pm 
School Council meeting 8:01pm  -  
9:30pm 
 

Thursday 21st February 
Year 6 Kayaking 
 

Monday 25th February 
STARS 
 

Friday March 1st 
Year 5 Lilydale Heights Transition Day 
 

Monday 4th March 
Year 6MR -  Radio Show 
Assembly 3pm 
 

Tuesday 5th March 
Year 6 Lilydale High Sports Day 

 

 
 

 

DIARY DATES 

The Department of Education &  
Training and BHPS do not endorse the   

products or services of any private         
advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by 

the Department of Education & Training and 
BHPS for accuracy of information contained 
in advertisements or claims made by them. 

Hayrick Lane, Mooroolbark 3138 
Telephone: 9726- 9989 

      OOSHCC: 0417- 522- 578 
 

Web Site: 
www.bimbadeenheightsps.vic.edu.au 

 

Email: 
bimbadeen.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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UNIFORM SHOP 
Open Fridays from 9:00am to 9:30am 

 
 
 

BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 
Monday to Friday 7:00 to 8:45am 

 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Monday to Friday 3:00 to 6:00pm 

CHANGE OF DETAILS 
Please inform the office of 
any changes to addresses, 

phone numbers etc., so 
your contact details are 

kept up to date. 

                                   To access our Facebook page, log in to your Facebook account and copy the  
following link into the address bar at the top of your page:  
https://www.facebook.com/bimbadeenheights   
Click on our school’s page to read the latest updates and information and press the 
thumbs up ‘Like’ button to receive the latest posts/updates.  

Vision: To instil in children a life-long love of learning 
Mission: To provide each child with the opportunity to develop their full potential  
  for intellectual, social and personal growth 
 

RESPECT   RESILIENCE      INTEGRITY     COMPASSION  

 
‘BHPS is committed to a zero tolerance approach to child abuse’ 

Remember  your sun 
smart hat for Term 1 

TERM 1 2019 
 

 Wednesday 30th 
January  

to Friday 5th April 

http://www.bimbadeenheightsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bimbadeen.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.120148174788750.19535.100003807051848&type=1
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HATS – SUNSMART POLICY 
 

Don’t forget that Bimbadeen is a SunSmart School 
and wide brimmed hats are compulsory in Terms 1 & 
4.  Hats are available at the Uniform Shop and must 
be worn by all children when outside at playtime and 
lunchtime.  Children who do not have a hat will have a 
restricted play area under the shaded verandah in 
front of the school hall.  Please ensure that your 
child’s hat is clearly named and that they have it at 
school every day.  Our school uniform policy requires 
that the hat be one purchased from our uniform shop 

as it is the approved style with a wide 
brim that provides full sun protection 
to face, ears and neck. 
 

COLLECTION OF STUDENTS FROM 

SCHOOL DURING SCHOOL HOURS 
 

The Victorian Department of Education and Training 
(DET) has policies and guidelines for the collection of 
children during school hours from government 
schools.  Students must only be collected by their 
parents (subject to any specific court orders) or by a 
person who has been authorised by the parents to 
pick up their child.   
 
An authorised person is anyone who has been      
identified by the parents on the enrolment form such 
as Adult A or Adult B or anyone listed as an        
Emergency Contact.  If the authorised person signing 
the child out early is not known to the office staff they 
can expect to be asked for photo identification.  If you 
have any questions about these procedures please 
do not hesitate to speak to myself or Assistant       
Principal Garry Fowler, or any of the office staff. 
On a related topic, if there are or have been any    

family court orders in place that are relevant to your 

children can you please ensure that we have the   

latest copy on our file so we are aware of any custody 

or access restrictions that are in place. 

STUDENT SUPERVISION AT SCHOOL   

PRIOR TO AND AFTER SCHOOL 
 

Teachers commence yard duty supervision of the 
playground at 8:45AM each day.  Please be aware 
that children who arrive prior to 8:45AM may be      
unsupervised in the playground.  After school there 
are teachers on yard duty until 3:45PM.  After 3:45 
children who have not been collected may be brought 
to the area outside the office.  If children remain     
uncollected after 4:00PM every effort will be made to 
contact parents and the children may be sent to the 
out of school hours care 
program, OSHClub, with 
any costs to be met by the 
parents. 

Our OSHClub provides a high quality before and after 
school care program where children will be provided 
with some breakfast and activities as well as fully 
qualified supervision from 7:00 until 8:45AM in the 
morning and from 3:30 until 6:00PM in the afternoon 
for a reasonable price that is subsidised by the     
government’s Child Care Benefit.   
I encourage parents to use this service rather than 
leaving their children unsupervised in the playground. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 

Elsewhere in today’s ‘Blaze’ you will 
find a call for nominations for School 
Council.  If you are interested in   
serving on School Council please call at the office for 
a nomination form and return it to me by 4:00PM next 
Friday, February 15.  If you would like to know more 
about School Council please call at the office and pick 
up an information sheet or have a chat with me or 
speak to our outgoing School Council president, 
Bruce Lee.  Bruce can be contacted by email at 
bruce.lee@ato.gov.au and I know he would be happy 
to talk to you.  His children have now left Bimbadeen 
however he was on our School Council for many 
years. 
 

KEEPING UP TO DATE 
A dynamic school of this size has a lot of things     
happening. Good communication is critical to         
ensuring positive and effective school experiences for 
you and your children. Our primary tool of whole 
school communication is our school newsletter, the 
Bimbadeen Blaze, that you are reading now. This 
year the newsletter will only be available in electronic 
format.  A link to the fortnightly newsletter will be sent 
directly to parents phones via the Sentral parent     
portal each fortnight and our school FaceBook page.  

The newsletter will be on our school website 
and past editions will also be archived there. 
 

We have had a reduction in the number of 
requests for hard copies of our newsletter in 

recent years as we all become more familiar and 
comfortable with electronic media.  We will be    
changing the format of our newsletter so that it is 
more suited to a digital format.  This will reduce    
printing and paper costs and make a small            
contribution to caring for the environment. 
To make sure that you do not miss out on school 
communications please ensure that you are            
registered on the Sentral parent portal and our school 
FaceBook page and bookmark our school website.  
  
If you are not already registered for the Sentral Parent 
Portal there will be instructions in next week’s Back to 
School kit or you could contact our Sentral               
co-ordinator, Melinda Ruscitti, who will give you the 
instructions and help you set it up.  Once 
registered you will be able to download 
the Sentral App so that notifications 
come directly to your mobile phone.    

  
 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONT.. 

mailto:bruce.lee@ato.gov.au
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Final - Leigh 

"There are so many more  
important things to worry about  

than how you're  
perceived by strangers."   

 
(Dennis Lehane) 

 

KEEPING UP TO DATE CONT…. 
 

To receive notifications that we put on our Facebook 
page all you need to do is search for bimbadeenheights 
on Facebook and ‘Like’ one of the posts.  This should 
ensure that our posts appear on your Facebook ‘feed’.  
(Please read and familiarise yourself with our school 
Facebook Code of Conduct that can be found on our 
website under the ‘Policies’ tab.)   
The Sentral parent portal and app is available to all   
parents, including those who live           
separately to their children.  If you are in 
this circumstance and would like an     
access key please contact the school 
and, once identity is confirmed, we will 
provide you with your own access key. 
 

NEW WEBSITE 
 

Please look out for our new website that will 
be ‘live’ in the next couple of weeks.   
We are really pleased with the look and 
‘feel’ of the new site and hope that parents 
and   other online visitors find it useful to 
better understand our school and what is 
going on here  
 

PARKING, TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT &   

ACTIVE TRAVEL 
 

A source of great frustration to drivers 
is the congestion and   challenges that 
go with trying to drop-off or pick-up 
children directly in front of our school in Hayrick Lane.  
This is made even more difficult at the moment with the 
building project underway and all staff having to park in 
the streets around our school.  Please try to use active 
travel methods so that you and your children are not 
caught up in the congestion in front of the school      
between 8:45 and 9:00 or 3:30 and 3:45.  In next 
week’s Back-To-School kit you will find a detailed Fact 
Sheet from the Yarra Ranges Council with clear       
instructions about parking and traffic management 
around our school.  I urge you to read this and follow 
the advice provided.  As I said before, active  travel is 
the best option for you and your children.   

 

You will never risk a fine by getting caught up in the 
traffic congestion outside the school, your children will 
benefit from some daily exercise and the more children 
and families we have on the streets the safer our    
community is.  It is always safer when children are in 
groups or in pairs.  Children who use some form of   
active travel to get to school each day arrive exercised, 
socialised and much more ready to learn. 
 

We support and are part of the Yarra Ranges Council’s 
‘Free Range Kids’ active travel project that promotes 
some safe walking routes to our school that are       
identified with yellow chicken feet painted on the     
footpaths.  We encourage families to make use of 
these walking routes to Bimbadeen that have worked 
well in the past.  These walking routes have been 
checked and identified as safe routes for children to 
walk to school.  The map of our ‘Free Range Kids’ 
walking routes will also be included in next week’s Back 
to School Kit.  (Some of the painted chicken feet have 
faded but should still be visible.) 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL KIT 
 

There will be no newsletter next week, February 8, as 
we will be sending home the annual ‘Back To School 
Kit’.  This is one of the most important things we send 
home each year!  Please put aside a few minutes with 
a cuppa and a pen and work your way through this kit.   
 

It contains valuable 
information about our 
school and several 
compulsory permission 
forms that we must 
have returned. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past-Student Recognition Gallery 
 

We are very proud of our past-students and like to publicly acknowledge their successes.  Unfortunately, 
in Primary Schools, we do not often hear about the significant achievements of our past-students.  We 

have proudly displayed the photos of students who have played AFL football at the highest level as their 
achievements are quite well known.  Achievements in other fields of endeavour are not often as         

public.  In our new school we would like to extend our display of successful  past-students.  As an educational 
institution it is appropriate that we acknowledge past-students who have pursued their studies right through to 
Phd level. We would love to hear about them, where they studied and what their area of research was.  There 

may also be other past students who have achieved to a very high level and deserve our recognition, for          
example, represented Australia at their chosen sport or achieved national recognition in the arts.  We would like 
to acknowledge them as well.  If you know of anyone who fits these categories please let us know.  We may not 
have been responsible for their success as they have done all of that themselves, however we did teach them to 

read and that is significant and something we can be proud of. 
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ART 

 

BIMBADEEN BIRTHDAY CLUB 

 

 

BIMBADEEN VALUES 
 

 

 

ICY POLES 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to the following children for winning 
an award for displaying examples of the values at 
Bimbadeen: 
 

 Respect  -  Addison B (1/2E)  -  
for respecting her friends by 
speaking nicely 

 Integrity  -  Elise H (1/2N)  -  for being honest 
and handing in found money to the office 

 Respect  -  Travis Z (1/2R)  -  for respectfully 
following instructions and getting his work done 

 Resilience  -  Angus W (3/4E)  -  for having a go 
at a maths challenge 

A VALUED BEGINNING 
 

Parents and teachers understand the 
importance of the beginning of the 
school year. We all want the children 
to feel happy and settled in their new 
class and be ready to take on all the 
challenges that the year will bring. 
 

In the classroom, the beginning of the year and its 
place in establishing class routines, expectations and 
relationships is important whether the child is in    
Foundation or Year 6.  These are the building blocks 
on which all our class programs are built and           
establishing rapport with and between students helps 
everything else to fall into place.  
 

For the first two weeks of school, all classes have    
focused on Student Wellbeing and getting to know 
each other. We have talked about our families and our 
interests, discussed our school values:  

Respect,  
Resilience,  
Integrity 
Compassion,  

formed our class agreements based on the school   
behavior expectations matrix, formed our learning 
goals, and together set in place the foundations for 

another successful school year.  
  

As the year progresses we will        
continue to focus on Student          
Wellbeing and look forward to sharing 
our many programs and activities with 
you. 

 

 

On Monday’s and Friday’s during Term 1, icy poles will 
be on sale for $1.00 at lunchtime (1.45pm) in the BER.      
YUM!        

 

 

 

Mrs Simpson would   
welcome donations of 
plastic ice cream      
containers and the1kg 
plastic yoghurt          
containers for the 
Artroom. Thanks 

 
   
 
 
 

   Students will be acknowledged at assembly during 
their birthday week and invited to come to ‘Birthday 
Club’ at recess the next day. After singing ‘Happy 
Birthday’, they will be given a lollypop 
and a packet of Welch’s Fruit Snacks 
(gluten and preservative free) and 
invited to share birthday news with 
others who have the same special 
day. 

 

 SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SALE      
 

    Thursday 14
th

 February 
    2.45 – 3.45 pm 

   in the BER 
PLEASE NOTE - ITEMS AND SIZES 

AVAILABLE ARE LIMITED 
AS IT DEPENDS ON WHAT HAS BEEN 

DONATED AT THE TIME 
    School jackets $5.00 

       School dresses/tunics $5.00 
 All other items $2 
Cash sales only 

All money raised is directed towards 
supporting students through our     

wellbeing program. 
Thank you to families who have           

donated uniform. 
 

Any queries - please       
contact Cath Buckland                                 

 
buckland.catherine.p 
@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:buckland.catherine.p@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:buckland.catherine.p@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=children+in+school+uniform+clipart&safe=active&biw=976&bih=415&tbm=isch&tbnid=N9717nHBc_TBBM:&imgrefurl=http://www.boothvilleprimary.ik.org/p_Welcome_to_Boothville_Primary_School_1011.ikml&docid=lgNtEn0WsME3xM&imgurl=http://w
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Community Notice 
Board 

 

SPORT 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students can have a go at trail running (running along 
hiking tracks) in an event called the Roller Coaster Run. It 
is happening on Saturday the 23rd February. The children 
can enter the 2km course, starting at 11.15am at Sky High 
in Mt Dandenong. There are also longer trail distances for 
the rest of the family. You can sign up on the day, child 
entry will be approximately $10. What a great way to be 
active and enjoy the great outdoors!  
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